
Reflection: Spend some time thinking about what God is doing in your life this week. What is he 
teaching you? What are you struggling with? What can we celebrate and how can we rejoice and 
worship God? What needs can we meet of people in our church or community? Who and where 
can we be serving? Who are you trying to reach and talk to about Jesus? Who have we been hav-
ing gospel conversations with? Spend some time in prayer for our mission to make disciples. 
 
Text: James 3:13-18 
 
13 Who among you is wise and understanding? By his good conduct he should show that his 
works are done in the gentleness that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your heart, don’t boast and deny the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come 
down from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where there is envy and selfish 
ambition, there is disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
pretense. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who cultivate peace. 
 
Questions:  
 

1. How often do you tend to think that you make better decisions and see things more 
clearly than those around you? 

2. Do you tend to think of yourself as someone who seeks wisdom or gives wisdom? Why? 
3. When we seek wisdom, who specifically, or what kinds of people do we look to? 
4. What is the litmus test that James gives us in these verses as a way of evaluating whether 

someone really has wisdom or not? 
5. What does it mean to live a good life? By what standards/measures must we go by? 
6. Why can we not have real wisdom if we do not have genuine humility?  
7. What does James say wisdom does not look like? 
8. In what areas/aspects of our life do we see bitter envy and selfish ambition?  
9. What does it mean for real wisdom to be about purity, then peace? 
10. How can we make an effort towards working hard to pursue what is right in a way that 

honors others and respects others and keeps the peace? 


