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Day 1 
 

Verse to Remember: “27Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28so 
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear 
sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.” (Hebrews 9:27-28)  
  

Key Thought:  God’s judgment is coming.   
 

There are passages that part of me wishes weren’t in the Bible. God’s judgment on 
Sodom and Gomorrah is among them. Every time I read it, it makes me uncomfortable… 
which is probably the point. The way the Bible describes the sinfulness of the people in 
Sodom and Gomorrah should terrify us. Human sin and pride is ugly. If we ever 
wondered how God feels about sin, all we need to do is look to this event. 
 

But here’s what makes this more uncomfortable for me: the Bible takes this example and 
takes it to another level. In fact, it seems that the ugliness of Sodom and Gomorrah’s sin 
is merely a snapshot of what is going on in the heart of every human being. Every single 
one of us is just as prone to sinful actions. All of us “suppress the truth” in our hearts and 
by our unrighteousness (Romans 1:18) all of us have failed to glorify God and show Him 
gratitude. All of us have “exchanged the truth of God for a lie,” and so we are all without 
excuse before Him (vv.21,25). 
 

Hopeless. Helpless. Doomed. 
 

But what we shouldn’t miss in all of this is the compassion of God. God hates sin. He 
hates pride. But even in the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, He said, “If I find fifty 
righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake” 
(Genesis 18:26). Just as the awfulness of Sodom and Gomorrah’s evil is a snapshot of a 
larger reality, so, too, is this snapshot of God’s mercy—and in the gospel we see this 
mercy on full display. In Sodom, there were none that were righteous, not even one. In 
the entire world, there are none who are righteous, not even one (Romans 3:10). But 
Jesus came to make the unrighteous righteous by crediting His perfect righteousness to 
anyone who trusts in Him. 
 

So despite the darkness, this passage, like so many others in the life of Abraham, should 
give us hope. God hates sin, and He does not ignore it. He will judge it all, including the 
evil that we see in the world right now. But for the sake of those He has declared 
righteous, He is waiting, so that as many as possible might turn from their sin and put 
their trust in Him. 
  

Think About It:  
 What does the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah teach you about God’s attitude toward sin? 

Does God still punish sin today? If so, how?  
 

Worship Moment:   
“Rescuer” by Rend Collective https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sAg7rn7fH3Q   

 
Excerpt from: “Judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah” by Aaron Armstrong for He Reads Truth devotion 
online https://hereadstruth.com/2020/01/17/judgment-on-sodom-and-gomorrah/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sAg7rn7fH3Q
https://hereadstruth.com/2020/01/17/judgment-on-sodom-and-gomorrah/
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Day 2 
   

Verses to Remember: “Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, 
for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 
sending calamity.” (Joel 2:13)  
 

Key Thought:  God is abounding in mercy.  
 

The Lord has just told Abraham that judgment is coming upon the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and now Abraham begins this prayer: What is this story about? It’s about the 
amazing power of intercessory prayer!   
 

Although Abraham never once mentioned Lot’s name, his friend—God—knew why he was 
asking:  Abraham was concerned about his loved one, because Lot was probably like a son to 
him.  Have you ever had a son or daughter in a bad place? If so, you know that no one has to tell 
you to pray in those circumstances. And this is what Abraham was going through.  His 
friendship with God was now going to be imposed upon, because Abraham, in essence, was 
saying, “God, please spare that place!” The fact is that God did not spare Sodom and Gomorrah, 
because ten righteous people could not be found there, but the Lord went beyond the prayer, 
because he knew what was in Abraham’s heart.  Although he destroyed the cities, he pulled Lot 
out!   
 

Think about it:  Lot was spared only because of his uncle’s prayer. Lot was delivered, according 
to the story, because Abraham stood in the gap between God and judgment against the place 
where Lot was living. 
 

Do you know what’s a real eye-opener? There’s no record that Lot himself was praying!  Not 
only that, but when God was answering Abraham’s prayer and sent angels to get Lot and his 
family out of Sodom, Lot hesitated, because he was probably thinking of everything he was 
leaving behind.  But the angels grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and daughters, and 
said, “No! Get out of here!”  Lot wasn’t thinking, “Uh-oh! I feel the impending doom.  I’ve got 
to get my family out of here.”  No, he was fighting with the angels.  But the angels 
overwhelmed him because Uncle Abraham was praying!  The Bible says it clearly: “God 
remembered Abraham and delivered Lot out of the disaster that came upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah” (Genesis 19:29). 
 

Do you have anyone in your life right now that you love and you know is in trouble? Should you 
give up or should I give up because our friend or neighbor or family member isn’t praying? No! 

 

We know from this story that Abraham stood in the gap and everything changed. You and I can 
be used to see somebody delivered out of a place of judgment. 

 

Think About It:  
 How does Abraham’s pleading on behalf of corrupt Sodom for a model for our own 

attitude toward the godless and sinful that we meet?  
  

Worship Moment:   
 “Blessed Redeemer” by Casting Crowns https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUP3iNSw1kU  
 

Excerpts from: “Standing between God and Judgement” by Jim Cymbala online 
https://www.brooklyntabernacle.org/devotional/20180408/standing-between-god-and-judgment   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUP3iNSw1kU
https://www.brooklyntabernacle.org/devotional/20180408/standing-between-god-and-judgment
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Day 3 
 

Verse to Remember: “Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous 
with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike.” (Genesis 18:25) 
  
Key Thought:  God rescues everyone who will let Him.  
 
Abraham pleads for Sodom, asking God not to destroy that corrupted city if some 
righteous people might still be there. And God says he will hold back if just ten 
are found. Abraham seems unsure at first, but he speaks out in faith, stating that 
surely God is just and would not destroy the righteous along with the wicked. 
 
Abraham’s question is rhetorical: “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 
And, of course, God will. But God also listens to Abraham and assures him. Sadly, 
though, not even ten righteous people lived in Sodom—and yet, before disaster 
struck, God also rescued Abraham’s nephew Lot and his family members who 
were living there (Genesis 19:1-29). 
 
Now, what about natural disasters and human calamities that take many lives? 
Are those about God’s judgment too? Jesus raised that question as he talked about 
people who had died when a tower collapsed: “Do you think they were more 
guilty than all the others” in that area? “I tell you, no!” Disasters like that are part 
of the brokenness of this world. But Jesus also warned his listeners: this doesn’t 
mean the people who survive a disaster are without sin. In fact, all of us need the 
Savior. (See Luke 13:1-5.) 
 
In all kinds of situations in life, God calls us to recognize that we are sinners. We 
all need the Savior, Jesus, who died for our sake and rose again to make new life 
possible for us. “Do you believe this?” (John 11:26). 
 
 

Pray About it:   
God of justice and love, may our world turn to you. Help us to see others with compassion 

and to ask for their salvation. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 
 

Worship Moment:   
“Day of Victory” by Rend Collective https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clz0W2PMHaA  
 

 
 

Excerpt from: “Will not the Judge…do right?” by Norman Brown for ReFrame Media devotions online 
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/will-not-the-judge-do-right  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clz0W2PMHaA
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/will-not-the-judge-do-right
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Day 4 
 

Verse to Remember: “Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but ... What if 
only ten can be found there?" (Genesis 18:32) 
 
Key Thought:  God wants us to trust Him.  
 

Can we ever bargain with God? In this passage God tells Abraham about his plans 
for Sodom and Gomorrah. Maybe Abraham is concerned about his nephew Lot, 
who has moved with his family into Sodom (see Genesis 13:12; 19:1-2). Abraham's 
heart likely beats faster as he thinks about God's possible judgment. What if there 
are righteous people there? 
 
Abraham asks God if he will spare the city if there are fifty righteous people there. 
Then he lowers the number to forty-five and then to forty, thirty, twenty, and ten. 
It sounds a lot like bargaining that was commonly done in the marketplace and yet 
God answers patiently without changing his plans to check things out (see 18:21). 
 
Why is Abraham so bold to talk this way to God? Because he trusts God. Abraham 
asks, "Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Abraham's questions are based 
on his trust that God will do right. 
 
Do we ever try to bargain with God? If so, is it based on trust in the Lord, or on our 
own perception of what's right? Note that Abraham not only makes his requests 
from the foundation of trust; he also makes these requests for others. Are there any 
situations today that are like Sodom's? Let's remember that sinners can still repent 
and become righteous through Jesus. Are we ready to ask for their salvation? 

 
 

Think About It:    
 Do you think your prayers can change God’s mind? Why or why not? 

 For whom can you intercede as Abraham did? 
 

 
Worship Moment:   
“Come See (Glory Hallelujah)” by We Are Messengers https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dm9FUCXaAak  

 
 

 
Excerpt from: “Bargaining with God” by Julius Medenblik for ReFrame Media devotions online 
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/bargaining-with-god-2006-08-15  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dm9FUCXaAak
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/bargaining-with-god-2006-08-15
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Day 5 
  

Verse to Remember: “5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because 
of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom 
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:5-7) 
 

Key Thought:  Salvation is a miracle.   
 

As I read about the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, I couldn’t help but think of Tolkien’s The 
Lord of the Rings: Return of the King. Toward the conclusion of the film adaptation, we see the 
Pelennor Fields lying in smoky ruins after battle. It’s a scene of utter and complete destruction. I 
remember watching this scene for the first time, wondering as the camera panned out if there’d be a 
familiar character still alive among the wreckage. I wanted to see a remnant of the good guys, to 
know that mercy had been shown to at least one person. Or hobbit. Or elf. 

 

God’s mercy is not hard to find in the Old Testament. It’s woven throughout the book of Genesis 
like a flowering vine, connecting the stories in Christ’s lineage. Even when people continue to make 
bad decisions that bring about their own demise or widespread catastrophe, God’s desire is for 
people to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). We see the ultimate display of God’s mercy in His Son, Jesus 
Christ; through the power of His resurrection, there is healing for the world (Isaiah 53:5). 
 

During his exchange with Abraham, God listens to Abraham’s plea and gives the people a chance. 
“The LORD said, ‘If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place 
for their sake’” (Genesis 18:26). They continue to talk, and that number of fifty is reduced to only 
ten (v.32). But sadly not even ten can be found. God still saves Lot—Abraham’s nephew and the 
familiar face Abraham knows and loves. God’s mercy is always there and greater than we expect, 
even when most people reject it. 
 

Without Christ, it’s our own hearts that resemble that plain of smoking ruins. Even after receiving 
the Holy Spirit, we still wrestle with sin. We routinely choose to submit to our own will instead of 
the Spirit. Our sins may not seem as flagrant as those of Sodom and Gomorrah, but we are all 
sinners in need of grace. 
 

Hallelujah! Christ has broken the curse of sin and death. Even now, Christ—the exact expression 
of the Old Testament God with whom Abraham bargained and pleaded for the lives of his 
community—invites us to accept the gift of eternal life. He is for us, and His mercy is greater than 
we think. Remembering this, may we echo Abraham’s plea for the redemption of our own hearts, 
our city, and our world. 
. 
 

Pray About It:   

O God, thank you for your mercy and grace in the saving work of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Worship Moment:   
“Almighty God” by Passion https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAAb4MRdd6I  

 
 

Excerpt from: “Judgement on Sodom and Gomorrah” by Bailey Gillespie for She Read Truth online devotional 
https://shereadstruth.com/judgment-on-sodom-and-gomorrah/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAAb4MRdd6I
https://shereadstruth.com/judgment-on-sodom-and-gomorrah/

